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turers pay 

a federal 

excise tax 

for  i tems 

such as fire-

arms and 

fishing lures. 

These reve-

nues go into 

the Sport Fish 

and Wildlife 

Restorat ion 

Program, which distributes 

millions of dollars to wor-

thy conservation projects 

throughout the nation. 

Additionally, funds from 

the Wildlife Department’s 

natural resources program 

were also used to purchase 

the unique property.

Going on 20 years, Wildlife Department personnel have 

been seeking ways to improve Sandy Sanders WMA for both wildlife 

and people. Biologists have planted thousands of trees, carved out 

food plots, stocked several ponds with fish and designed a respon-

sible grazing plan. The long-term health of wildlife populations 

plays the key role in all of these management decisions. Recently, 

biologists in the Wildlife Department’s wildlife diversity program 

have spent many hours scouring the area recording and document-

ing the rich flora and fauna on the area. Biologists were surprised 

to find several “unexpected” species on the area including ash-

throated flycatchers, sage thrashers and Baird’s sparrows.

Take the time to go see Sandy Sanders WMA for yourself soon. 

Breathe the fresh air, gaze at the horizon, kill a quail for your old 

dog, or take a bird watching adventure with a new friend. After all, 

it is never too early, or too late, to broaden your perspective. 

The golden-fronted 
woodpecker is just one 
of the unique bird 
species found on Sandy 
Sanders WMA.

Red berry 

junipers are 

the foundation 

of a unique 

woodland 

community 

on Sandy 

Sanders 

WMA.

Sandy Sanders at a Glance
Area Description:

 Sandy Sanders WMA covers 19,100 acres of Greer and Beckham counties in southwest Oklahoma. The area is located 26 miles northwest of Mangum and 26 miles southwest of Sayre. Sandy Sanders WMA is a unique area consisting of rolling plains, gypsum canyons and flat mesas extending north from the sandy-bottomed Elm Fork of the Red River.
 Mesquite, red berry juniper and mixed grasses 

dominate the area. The central third of the area 
contains dense stands of red berry juniper. Extend-ing outward from the center, vegetation makes a transition to mesquite savanna and mixed grass prairie. The Elm Fork River flows year round; how-ever, vegetation is limited to dense salt cedar. 
Three live creeks flow across the area. Creek bot-toms are vegetated with taller, denser grass and scattered trees, including hackberry and American elm. The average annual precipitation for the area is about 21 inches.

Description of Fish and Wildlife Management Practices:
 Management efforts focus on producing native 

cover plants and wildlife food plants such as rag-weed and sunflower. Summer and winter food plots are planted on the area. Near the headquarters and the Elm Fork River, food plots are planted within trees rows and protected from grazing. Throughout the remainder of the area, plots are either disked to stimulate native plants or are planted to winter wheat. Three windmills and 13 guzzlers have been installed to provide watering facilities for wildlife. The area also has many ponds that are regularly stocked with channel catfish. Some stay full year-round while others are seasonal. Cattle grazing is used to increase wildlife food plants and improve habitat conditions. 

Camping and Facilities:
 Ten designated primitive camping areas are offered on the area. Both lodging and restaurants are 

available in Mangum, Sayre and Erick.
Fishing Opportunities:

 Fishing opportunities exist at area ponds and 
creeks. Ponds are stocked with channel catfish and some provide good bass fishing. 

If you go:

 Pick up a copy of the new Great Plains Trail map. The informative maps include information on 
Sandy Sanders Wildlife Management Area as well as other sights to see while you are on a western Oklahoma adventure. Call (800) 652-6552 to find out where to pick up a map near you.
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