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C}lapter 2 Wlly Is Biodiversity
Important?

People value biodiversity in many ways. Some
consider positive economic values, such as eco-
tourism and resources, while others consider negative
economic values like agricultural pests. Some value
biodiversity for its aesthetic benefits and scenery;
others have deep personal values for biodiversity.
Most people have a mixture of these values. This
variety of ways to place a value on biodiversity results
in variations in how people attempt to conserve or use
biodiversity. For this discussion, we identify values
having little or no economic base, values of community
processes and other values that are directly or indi-
rectly economic.

Values Independent of
Economics

Stewardship

The values most important to many people cannot
be expressed in monetary terms but are derived from
strong personal beliefs. This includes the ideas of
practicing stewardship and conserving our natural
heritage for future generations.

Many people believe the proper role of humans is
one of respect for and stewardship of the environment.
Consequently, humans should maintain biodiversity
while using resources to meet their needs. This does
not imply that humans should not use or benefit from






