
Outdoor Oklahoma  
The 1914 Annual Report of the State Game and Fish Warden, John B. Doolin,  

to the Governor of the State of Oklahoma, The Honorable Lee Cruce.   
 

 
 

Introduction: 
By Rich Fuller, Sr. Information & Education Specialist, ODWC 

 
Much like its predecessor two years earlier entitled Field, Forest and Stream in Oklahoma, the 1914 
Outdoor Oklahoma was atypical of what many would expect in a governmental report made from an 
agency head to the Governor of Oklahoma. The report was a soft-bound 96-page book that eloquently 
describes many of Oklahoma’s wildlife and their habitats, but also makes a strong case for greater 
conservation and support of game laws, and the support of citizens towards the Game and Fish 
Department for such needs as establishing fish hatcheries.   
 
John B. Doolin- State Game Warden, is credited as the author of the book. A native of Alva, Doolin began 
his career in the clothing business, but at age 21 began a life-long career in politics and public service. 
 



 
John B. Doolin 

 
After assisting the unsuccessful gubernatorial campaign of Lee Cruce in 1907, Doolin again assisted 
Cruce’s second attempt in 1910 which he won. Thereafter Cruce appointed Doolin as State Game Warden. 
While in office, Doolin began an active campaign for the conservation of wildlife, particularly birds.  
 
Although Doolin is credited as the author of both Outdoor Oklahoma, and its predecessor two years 
earlier, Field, Forest and Stream in Oklahoma, both books were actually penned by Frederick Samuel 
Barde, an experienced newspaper writer who moved to Guthrie in 1898. It was Barde, a self-taught 
naturalist, who wrote the descriptive and eloquent prose, interspersed with poems or passages written by 
other authors including Henry David Thoreau and the Oklahoma Creek Indian poet, Alexander Posey.  
 
Like Thoreau, who found seclusion at Walden Pond in the wilds near Concord, Massachusetts, Barde 
found his own tranquility in a cabin made of stone he called “Doby Walls” a few miles outside of Guthrie.  
 

 

                            
            “Doby Walls”              Fred Barde (1869-1916) at “Doby Walls” 

 
The following passage within Outdoor Oklahoma, illustrates Barde’s repeated pleas for Oklahoma citizens 
to adopt conservation due to the decline of some species such as prairie chicken.  
 

Do the people of Oklahoma actually feel that their outdoors and its wild life should be perpetuated? 
Undoubtedly they do. A difficulty of the task, however, is their seemingly hesitancy in realizing that if 
it is not done promptly and thoroughly the opportunity will soon pass.  

 



An article by Linda D. Wilson documenting the life and writings of Frederick Barde can be found on the 
Oklahoma Historical Society’s Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture. See link below:   
 
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/b/ba019.html 
 
Additionally, an article about Barde by Larry Phipps ran in the 1965 spring edition of Oklahoma Today 
Magazine, which can be accessed at the following link:  
 
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/oktoday/1960.html 

 
 

                                             
    The title of 

 
                                                                  lives on. 

  
What began in January of 1945 as Game and Fish News, the Oklahoma Game and Fish Department’s 
monthly magazine changed its name to Oklahoma Wildlife in September 1957. Then, in September of 
1965, the magazine changed its title again to Outdoor Oklahoma, which is still used today.  
 
Additionally, the title of “Outdoor Oklahoma” was used for Oklahoma Game and Fish’s television show 
produced intermittently in the mid 1950s. Beginning in 1976, the Department of Wildlife Conservation 
has continually produced and aired “Outdoor Oklahoma” Television show on OETA-The Oklahoma 
Network.   
 
 
 
  

 
 
 






































































































































































































