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WHITETAIL

LEONARD LEE RUE I

THE WHITE-TAILED DEER, a superb game animal, picks
mixed hardwood forests and agricultural land for his
habitat. A browsing animal by nature, the whitetail
depends heavily on the annual mast crop from our
various oak trees for fall and winter forage, although he
also may be attracted to winter wheat and corn fields.






STARTING JANUARY FIRST of this year, the Oklahoma
Wildlife Conservation Commission took a bold and innova-
tive step toward improving the quality of fishing in Okla-
homa. It established a minimum length of 12 inches on
black bass in the 17 Wildlife Department lakes scattered
across the state. In addition, they approved an experi-
mental 14-inch length limit on black bass in the new Tom
Steed Reservoir in southern Kiowa County. All largemouth,
small mouth and spotted or ‘Kentucky' bass are covered
by the length limit regulations.

Length limits have been a subject of interest for a num-
ber of years. Many sportsmen have been pushing for the
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in the coming year. If for some reason a vital habi-
tat requirement is missing, a drastic die-off takes
place. The woods may look empty this spring,
despite what appears to be tons of food and cover.
Almost all the habitat manipulation and food plots
that are planted by wildlife agencies are done with
stress periods in mind.

Although late winter is the most obvious stress
period for most wildlife, there is another period
which, in Oklahoma, may be even more severe. Un-
like cooler northern states, Oklahoma is well known
for long, hot and dry spells in late summer. It is at
this time when heat and a lack of water deteriorates
much of the foed available to wildlife.

True, actual rhortality will probably not take
place at this time, but the condition in which
animals come through this_period is critical when
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TAKE ANY FISH FILLET, dip it in a mixture of milk
and egg, roll the dripping result in cornmeal, fry it
till radiantly brown and you'll likely have a meal
that will send shivers of tasty pleasure right down
to your socks. Fried fish is an invention nearly as

Here are some variatio
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practical as the wheel but with a range of sensory
appeal that Mozart might have envied.

Variety, however, being the seasoning that
makes the human condition the zesty trip that it is,
lends itself nicely to the preparation of fishy dishes.
Oklahomans are blessed with a tackle-box-bulging
variety of different fish to catch. Therefore, it is
only fitting that we angle for new ways to serve the
results of those weekends spent with hook and line,
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A robin brings the promise ;
of spring to limbs yet held in winter’'s grip.

RICK SCHROEDER






