
































| our Readers' Photography Showcase is among the most

5 u
On these pages are captured moments, glimpses of the
beauty and intrigue found in Outdoor Oklahoma. Each year,

popular features in the magazine. For 2016, more than 250 of
you answered the call to submit your best images for consider-
ation. We studied each of the 734 photos received and fancied
these 72 images that now grace these pages. Congratulations
to those whose photos and comments appear here, and we
extend our gratitude to all who submitted entries.
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MicHAeL BRYAN OF BARTLESVILLE

RicHarD SmiTH oF BRoken ARROW

American kestrel, Heyburn Lake, February 2016
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TrisH Luckie oF RossTon
Taken in Harper County
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Larry E. SmitH oF LAwTON

Taken in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. Bull elk grazing a recent prescribed burn area on a cool, overcast morning P

Mark GunTer ofF Yukon
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, Jan. 15, 2016. Thanks to my wife's good eyesight
and a 400 mm reach on the lens, | was able to watch a brief scuffle between
several wild turkeys.
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Ancie Precure oF MERIDIAN
| took this photo of sunrise at Broken Bow Lake in the spring. The colors of the sky
with the haze in the air made for some beautiful colors that morning.

Branoon Bowman oF MooRe

A peaceful morning on the shoreline of Cedar Lake in the Ouachita Mountains, eastern Oklahoma




3
i‘l

B Aty - ‘ : XA e : - b
MicHAEL SANDERS OF STILLWATER ;
CynTHIA REESE OF SHAWNEE This is the spoonbill that finally cracked the rod's back. After hooking and landing several,
Bald eagle captured flying over | finally found one that was strong enough to snap the rod in two. After a serious battle, |
an Osage County pasture. managed to get the fish to the boat and found that it was a tagged fish!

GLEn GEBHART OF STILLWATER

This is one of a series of pictures | took of a great blue heron catching and eating a redear sunfish in my pond south of Stillwater. ‘f.‘
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Carmon Brics oF PAwHUSKA

Taken at sundown in November at the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve in northern Osage County.

LarrY KRuse oF TuLsa

A few miles north of the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve. Taken at dusk with a range of about 150 yards. -
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Davio R. Morris oF Meap
| found this frog sitting on a polk salad stalk in my Bryan County backyard. | would try getting close, and the frog would move to the other
side of the stalk. The frog finally cooperated, and | was able to get several shots before it got too dark.

Kay WiLLiams oF Yukon

| photographed this butterfly in the Shawnee area

Nancy Gassaway oF MuskoGee
Monarch butterfly on bloom at the Papilion Gardens in Muskogee 1
F
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[ Curt GRruEeL oF Ebmonp

Eopie McGee oF CHocTAaw Leaving the Wichita Mountains on a foggy day
Taken near Choctaw. | grow mammoth sunflowers every year just for the photo | in May, 2013, we came upon a field of wild
opportunities presented by various bees and butterflies as they land on them ' poppies near a convenience store. | waded
This bumblebee was having a grand old time gathering loads of nectar. r into the field and shot this from a squat.

Wy

Oklahoma wildflower with spider taken at the Holy City in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.
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HeatHer Bouin oF CAcHE

This picture was taken at Beaver's Bend State Park.

CHeLsea HeAvIN oF INDIAHOMA
My 6-year-old son, Riley, and | were just finishing up a long day of
exploring. He excitedly shouted, "Momma! Momma! Look what | found!” As he was

holding out the cardinal feather to proudly show me, | snapped this photo.
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Kitty CRoMWELL OF PERKINS
| love hearing and seeing meadowlarks. Even though this Eastern meadowlark is holding on
to an icy branch, it seems to know spring is coming soon. P,
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MicHAEL BRYAN oF BARTLESVILLE

Taken out the back door on a frosty morning in Osage County, just west of Bartlesville with a 600 mm lens.
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Fevicia Sawyers oF Ponca City

Carolina chickadees can be spotted almost anywhere in Oklahoma.

JusTin WaLuis oF Epmonp

SuermAN L. Barr oF Eomono
This is a golden-crowned kinglet. Got this photo while walking the
trails in Martin Park this winter.
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Taken during sunset over the Talimena Drive in southeastern Oklahoma. This is a panorama created with
four photos together, high and low. Careful attention was made to attain a solar flare through the trees
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Eooie McGee oF CHocTaw

A casual walk through my garden and |

I
found this little guy just begging to have | StepHeEN KirkLAND oF EomonD '
his p;ic.!ure taken._—_r L I it :I'aken at the ‘.r‘J|ch|t_ail_v'Iourlia|r‘ls Wild!r'.e 'l—“iefiriew i e SN “{F.'
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Georae WiLLiams oF Yukon
A grasshopper landed on the rock within a foot of this Eastern collared lizard. | had to wait for five minutes with my finger on
the shutter button for the action that was to take place. | got the whole sequence from beginning to the end.

Amy Drasex oF MooRE

| love the diversity of the landscape in Oklahoma. | snapped this photo of my daughter taking in the view from the top of Mount Scott.
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HoLuis ANNE PRICE OF JONES
This was taken at the Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge. | liked the fact
that it looks like a face. | called the image “Here's Looking At You.”

SterHen KirkLanD oF Epmonp
Taken at the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.
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Davio Strozoaz oF Ebmono
There were multiple specie grebes staging on Lake Hefner during spring migration, allowing me
to photograph this horned grebe as it was transitioning in to breeding plumage.
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Feuicia Sawyers oF Ponca City

American coots in sync with one another on Ponca Lake East.

Mart Pere oF Dennison, Texas
Foggy Lake Texoma morning. The birds weren't flying, but the fog rolled in as a man and his best friend
ooked into the mist, thinking there is no place they’d rather be on an early December morning. This photo
only took a little touch of God's beauty to make it a favorite.
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CyntHIA REESE OF SHAWNEE : JErFr FLINN OF JENKS :

A juvenile eagle flew directly over me for this shot. - This was taken near Jenks. ,r

Epoie Jones oF Rincwoobp

It took patience and a lot of shots to get this clear detailed picture at Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge
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Davio McGowen oF LawTon
A northern harrier hunting at Hackberry Flat Wildlife Management Area.
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SHeRmAN L. Barr oF Epmono i

(Left:) This red-tailed hawk was sitting by an open field west of Edmond. | pulled 1o the side of the road to get the shot. L
(Right:) | was able to get this shot from my truck of a red-shouldered hawk on a post near Edmond. }_-9'
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AsHLEY WaGNON OF TAHLEQUAH

Passion flower in a Cherokee County pasture
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Ancie OxLey oF OxLanoma CiTy

Black-tailed prairie dog in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refu
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Tommy Evans oF Miowest City
Wildflowers at the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge
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StepHANIE BisHop oF TALALA |
Butterfly on lilac near Talala in Rogers County. My neighbors have a beautiful lilac bush. As | was photographing it one day,
this gorgeous butterfly landed on one of the flowers. It stayed there long enough for me to get this image. -
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Georce WiLLiams oF Yukon
pportunities in Jul 5, | learned that afte

ad to get the 0 unrise to shoot the fe
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Toopo Benton oF GLENPOOL
Great blue heron fishing on Cedar Lake
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Tracy FARRAR oF RoLAND

!
| had great pleasure photographing more than 100 snow geese CynTHIA REESE OF SHAWNEE
this winter at Sequoyah National Wildlife Refuge near Vian. A big Taken while walking along a county road
thrill was when these three flew by right over my head! near a local town lake in Fairfax

Darin SwiNNey oF BRoken ARROW

An adult great blue heron provides a nice backdrop on a cold winter stroll through the trails of Oxley Nature Center in Tulsa
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Davio Strozoas oF EpmonD

| came across this hawk perching in a campground area at Lake Arcadia
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LinoeLt DiLLon oF NormAN
A white-tailed buck taken in Lake Thunderbird State Park, one of my favorite haunts with a camera
I've photographed this buck several times during the rut. | nicknamed him Lefty

v
Tom WHippLE oF WYANDOTTE
This ice flower photo was taken near my residence. (Also called frost flowers, these rare structures
can appear in fall or early winter when long-stemmed plants extrude thin layers of ice -- Ed.) -
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Dave McGowan oF LawTon

A red-headed woodpecker prepares to deliver a grasshopper to the nest i

n the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge
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Dave McGowen oF LawTon

A burrowing owl keeping its eyes on me Don Risi oF OkrLasoma City
at Hackberry Flat Wildlife Management Area. P Taken at Lake Hefner in Oklahoma City.

Sue SeLman oF SELmaN

This was taken at the Sue Selman Ranch in Harper County. These birds are hard to photograph because they are not still very lo
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MicHAEL BRYAN OF BARTLESVILLE

After multiple attempts and a few hours chasing fast-flying

HoLLy LAckey oF CHECOTAH aerobatic purple martins with a hand-held 600 mm lens
Taken at Lake Eufaula State Park. | like finding little gems in | finally caught one with dinner for the chicks
nature like this to photograph . Shot west of Bartlesville in Osage County
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JoHn WiLson ofF TuLsa [

| spotted this Viceroy butterfly larva at Bixhoma Lake. It is interesting that it is on a leaf which has a picturesque pattern made by a leaf miner
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MeLissa ScorT oF CoLLINSVILLE
Taken in my backyard in Collinsville. It was really difficult to get this up-close photo because the
frog kept moving around every time i got the camera lens within a foot of it. This little guy is the first tree frog
I've seen this spring and was sitting in a warm sunny area on the side of an oak
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Ranoy Wartkins oF CusHING

Taken at Turner Fz ar Davis
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NatHAN HoLpen oF NoRMAN

s Wildlife Refuge

| Taken at the Wichita Mountain:
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Dwayne Kear
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Sunset’s fading rays blanket the Wichita Mountains in this view captured by Garrett
Hamilton of Lawton. More spectacular images of the natural world around us are featured in
the “2016 Readers’ Photography Showcase” in this issue of Outdoor Oklahoma.
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