
OKLAHOMA NESTBOX PROJECT 

 Summary for the 2007 Season 
  

 
  

INTRODUCTION 
  

The Oklahoma Nestbox Trails Project was initiated in 1985 to enhance habitat for cavity-nesting birds in 
Oklahoma and reverse the population decline noted for the Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis).  The project depends 
entirely upon volunteers to place the boxes in suitable habitat, monitor usage, control competition from House 
Sparrows, alleviate predation problems and report the nesting season’s results. The Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation’s Wildlife Diversity Program would like to especially give credit to those trail reporters 
who take the time and have the dedication to establish extensive trails and report on them.   
  
The Wildlife Diversity Program would also like to express our sincere gratitude to the Oklahoma Bluebird 
Society (OBS) for promoting bluebird conservation in Oklahoma. Thirty-three percent (10) of the bluebird 
nestbox reports we received for the 2007 breeding season listed they were affiliated with OBS.  If you wish to 
learn more about your bluebirds please consider joining this important conservation organization.  They have 
already made a significant contribution to conservation by encouraging trail monitors to provide us with their 
data.  The database of the Oklahoma Nestbox Trail Project provides a “window” into the conservation of cavity-
nesters particularly bluebirds in Oklahoma.  Membership includes receiving their excellent newsletter, The Hole 
Story, which provides good information about monitoring bluebird nesting activities and habitat 
enhancement.  Heart-warming stories provided by members will offer inspiration!  A membership form is 
included in your packet. 
  
Of special note to the Oklahoma Nestbox Trails Project are the nestbox trails monitored by state and federal 
agencies.  Since 1995, the Natural Resources Branch of Fort Sill has been monitoring 2 trails with a total of 110 
nestboxes (more or less).  Kevin McCurdy, wildlife biologist on Fort Sill performs the monitoring task with 
enthusiasm in the arid region the trails are located and his trails have yielded new confirmed breeding species 
for the region including Ash-throated Flycatchers and Tree Swallows to the Oklahoma report.  Three nestbox 
trails are monitored and maintained on Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC) installations 
by employees and volunteers.  The 26 nestbox trail, located at the Oklahoma Fishery Research Laboratory on 
south base at the University of t Oklahoma, was established in 1991 and has been faithfully monitored by 
Fisheries Technician Keith Thomas.  (More about Keith later!).  The second trail, located on the new Arcadia 
Conservation Education Area (ACEA), was established in 2005 and includes 25 nestboxes provided by boy 
scouts.  Damon Springer, ACEA manager, coordinates the placement of the trail and repairs and/or relocates 
nestboxes as needed.  Damon also coordinates the monitoring of the trail which is conducted jointly by the 
Oklahoma Master Naturalists and ODWC staff. The 15 nestboxes at the Byron State Fish Hatchery is 
maintained and monitored by volunteers from the Byron Hatchery Watchable Wildlife Area.  During 2007, 
volunteers Darold and Maella Hunter, documented the first nesting of Tree Swallows since 1997 in Alfalfa 
County.  The previous documented nest had been confirmed at the Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge. 
 
  
The staff of the Oklahoma Wildlife Diversity Program wishes to extend our sincerest “thank you” to all trail 
monitors who know the work, the joy and the frustrations of maintaining a bluebird trail.  Thank you for helping 
bring back the Eastern Bluebird. 
  

RESULTS 
  

The number of nestbox trail reports received for the 2007 breeding season (31) reflected a significant decrease 
from the 2006 (48), which was down significantly from the previously year (71).  Accordingly, the number of 
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  TABLE 3. Nesting Success by Species in 2007.                                       

PC = per clutch 

  
  

  
  
  
  

COMMENTS 
  

Following are the comments provided by the trail reporters.  Thank you so much for taking the time to provide 
some thoughts, ideas, and concerns: 
  
-I’m amazed at how they survived that horrible ice storm.  Ice for days, was from ½” to ¾” on 
everything.  Huge trees were broken in half and even uprooted.  (Wagoner County) 
  
-I lost 10 babies during a March 15th freeze.  I’ve decided to start cleaning out house wren nests, I think I lost 
bluebird eggs due to them.  (Beckham County) 
  
-Sparrows are always a problem.  However I have Martin Houses so they seem to be more of a problem with 
them.  I use a trap purchased from Purple Martin Society that work GREAT!  (Comanche County) 
  
-No predators or unwelcome species this season.  Slow start to season, first egg laid March 24th, but a long 
season…last bluebird fledged on September 3rd.  (Okmulgee County) 
  
-I had a lot of trouble with sparrows this year.  I tore numerous sparrow nests out before the bluebirds finally 
built a nest.  Then they left and I had 2 wrens build nest.  (Woodward County) 
  
-Late freeze, heavy rains and more house sparrows reduced bluebirds fledged from 216 in 2006 to 111 this year 
on the same trail.  Trapped and eliminated 54 house sparrows.  (Wagoner County) 
  
-First time since 1991 no bluebird nesting attempts in the 3 boxes…reason unknown…weather, too hot, too 
rainy, city noises, etc.!  (McCurtain County) 
  
-I did not have a single sparrow invasion this year.  (Oklahoma County) 

Species Clutches 
Monitored 

Eggs Laid Eggs Hatched Young Fledged
Total PC Total PC Total PC

Eastern Bluebird 366 1653 4.5 1203 3.3 1133 3.1

Carolina Chickadee 36 213 5.9 168 4.6 166 4.6
Tufted Titmouse 22 123 5.6 97 4.4 92 4.2
House Sparrow 4 6 1.5 3 0.7 3 0.7
Carolina Wren 1 2 2 2 2 2 2
Bewick's Wren 10 53 5.3 43 4.3 42 4.2
House Wren 1 6 6 6 6 6 6
Tree Swallow 4 24 6 13 3.2 13 3.2
Great-crested Flycatcher 3 9 3 1 0.3 0 0
Ash-throated Flycatcher 2 9 4.5 4 2 4 2
Eastern Phoebe 2 4 2 4 2 4 2
Prothonotary Warbler 1 2 2 0 0 0 0
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